An 80-year-old woman who was receiving treatment for asthma and chronic obstructive lung disease developed a fever and productive cough. Her sputum was purulent and computed tomography revealed findings of bronchopneumonia in the right middle lobe (Picture 1). We performed Gram staining of the sputum, a microscopic examination of which revealed principally Gram-positive bacilli in the form of a "V" that were ingested by neutrophils (Picture 2). We diagnosed the patient with corynebacterium pneumonia based on the characteristic findings of Gram's staining. Corynebacterium pseudodiphtheriticum was subsequently cultured from the patient's sputum. In patients with airway diseases, such as asthma and cystic fibrosis, Corynebacterium pseudodiphtheriticum can be a bacteria responsible for bronchopneumonia (1). Corynebacterium pseudodiphtheriticum is a normal inhabitant of the oral cavity. We believe that both culture results and sputum smear findings are important for identifying the responsible bacteria.
